


“Inside the music of mexic1n composer-drummer-singer Isr1el V1rel1 is 1 r1re mix 
1mong mexic1n, 1nd1lusi1n, 1nd contempor1ry j1zz colors. Ultim1tely, though, 
the surprising Mexic1n 1rtist from Tiju1n1 h1s figured 1 w1y to integr1te 1ll three 
se1mlessly in this dyn1mic 1nd cre1tive drumming, singing 1nd compositions, 
blending tr1dition1l forms with contempor1ry J1zz, fl1menco, 1nd mexic1n 
tr1dition1l rhythms". 
 
For the l1st two dec1des V1rel1 h1s been one of the most in dem1nd drummers in 
Europe/Asi1/ Americ1, c1pturing the 1ttention of the intern1tion1l music scene. 
But it is in the context 1s composer/drummer/singer th1t the gifted 1rtist from 
Tiju1n1 h1s reve1led 1ll his cre1tivity 1nd distinctive style with his trio 1nd other 
solo projects. 
 
He h1s performed in with multitudes of renowned J1zz, Fl1menco, Cl1ssic1l 1nd 
Pop 1rtists including rew1rding gigs with: P1t Metheny, Ch1rlie H1den, George 
Benson, Bireli L1grene, Bob Mintzer, Mike Stern, Yo Yo M1, Jorge P1rdo, R1imundo 
Am1dor, Bob Shepp1rd, Giov1nni Hid1lgo, Hir1m Bullock, Abe L1boriel, Andre1 
Bocelli, Alex Acun1, Pino D1niele, K1i Eckh1rdt ,Montse Cortes, Otm1ro Ruiz, 
C1rles Ben1vent, Diego Am1dor, Fuens1nt1 l1 Monet1, Jo1quin Cortes, K1ren 
Lugo, R1sh1 Rizk. Touring with some of them in Indi1, Indonesi1, Mexico, Belgium, 
Chin1, Tunisi1, Sp1in, Swtzerl1nd, Argentin1, USA, UAE, Q1t1r, Fr1nce, It1ly, 
Sing1pore, Chile, Peru, Jord1n, 1nd M1l1ys1.
 
As 1 producer/1rr1nger he h1s been very 1ctive for the l1st 10 ye1rs producing 
J1zz, Pop, R&B 1rtists, in Americ1, Europe, And Asi1.
 
 
Born in 1979 in Tiju1n1, Mexico, Isr1el grew up in 1 f1mily filled with singers, 
pi1nists, guit1rrists 1nd orchestr1l conductors. He beg1n to perform in public 1t 
the 1ge of five, singing 1nd pl1ying pi1no. Ye1rs l1ter 1t the 1ge of ten he beg1n 
doing gigs 1s 1 drummer with the best Tiju1n1 loc1l J1zz b1nds, 1nd studied 
under Gonz1lo F1rrugi1, 1nd Andrei Tchernizev. 

A m1jor turning point in his life h1ppened in 1995 when his t1lent w1s discovered 
by the gre1t Alex Acun1. At the 1ge of fifteen he w1s studying in Los Angeles 
priv1tely under Alex Acun1(1995-1998), 1nd l1ter under D1ve Weckl (1998/2000) 
1lso priv1tely. On 2000 he moved to Mil1n where he studied 1t the G.Verdi 
Conserv1tory. 
 
On 2003 he moved to Seville to explore 1ll the dem1nding techniques, rhythms & 
h1rmonies of Fl1menco Music under Diego Am1dor, Luis Am1dor, 1nd Miguel 
V1rg1s 1t the gipsy vill1ge 3000 viviend1s. This bec1me 1n import1nt period for 



V1rel1 1s during this period he developed his own voice 1s 1 drummer 1nd 1s 1 
composer knowing the fl1menco tr1dition 1nd using his own origin1l style to 1dd 
to it. 
 
Currently he lives in It1ly, in Pontini1, 1nd le1ds his own Trio. 1nd other projects 1s 
1 b1nd le1der.
 
Isr1el V1rel1 Trio 1lbums:
 
"Tiju1n1 Portr1it" (2007) 
“Border People”(2009), 
"Z1m1r" (2012), 
"Invoc1tions"(2015), 
“As Above so Below” (2018)


